
1/1 | Almine Rech | From the Collection : Together - Collaborative Art Practices

From the Collection : Together
Collaborative Art Practices
Oct 5, 2024 — Mar 9, 2025 | S.M.A.K., Ghent, Belgium

In the realm of visual arts, collaboration has often taken a back seat to the romanticized notion of the individual artistic
genius. 'Together - Collaborative Art Practices' aims to challenge the myth of the solitary artist and explore the unique
dynamics of collective creativity and how it influences artistic production.

As far back as Leonardo Da Vinci and Peter Paul Rubens, artists had workshop practices where apprentices and
assistants played pivotal roles in the creation of artworks, while remaining largely anonymous. Later in art history, artists
began to explore new modes of collaboration, forming groups like De Stijl, the Surrealists, and Dada. While these
movements embraced collective ideals, individual practices largely persisted. For instance De Stijl, with figures like Piet
Mondriaan and Theo van Doesburg, sought a unified visual language but retained individual expressions. Today, artist
collectives, such as Guerrilla Girls and Forensic Architecture, occupy an important place in the art world where they
often address complex social, political, and cultural issues. In contrast to the individual perspective of the solo artist they
consciously embrace a collective ethos.

This exhibition showcases artworks from the S.M.A.K. collection that were produced between 1959 and 2021 by
collectives, artist duos, one-time collaborators, as well as artworks intentionally designed to facilitate other artworks. It
aims to illuminate the diverse landscape of collaborative art practices and challenge the prevailing narrative of the
individual artist.

With works by Marina Abramović & Jan Hoet, Allora & Calzadilla, Apparatus 22, Korakrit Arunanondchai (feat. boychild),
Bernd & Hilla Becher, Evelin Brosi & Elvis Bonier, Guillaume Bijl, Anna & Bernard Blume, Jacques Charlier with Claude
Delfosse, Audrey Cottin, Jos de Gruyter & Harald Thys, Denicolai & Provoost, Ex- artists' collective (Anikó Loránt, Kaszás
Tamás), Flexboj & L.A., Mekhitar Garabedian, Alexis Gautier & Fang Yaqi, General Idea, Gilbert & George, David
Hammons & Bruna Esposito, HAP, IngridMwangiRobertHutter, Philip Metten, Jean Norad Land, Narcisse Tordoir &
David Neirings, Englebert Van Anderlecht & Jean Dypréau, Vedovamazzei, Danh Vo, Franz West & Heimo Zobernig.
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